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REMARKS 

General 

Pending in this patent application are Claims 1-20. Claims 1, 2, 8, 9, 13 and 18 
have been amended and the remaining claims are original. 

Specification 

The Examiner stated that the applicant does not need the first heading of 
"Background of the Invention" when a heading of "Description of the Related Art" is 
present. Applicant thanks the Examiner for the suggestion and therefore, the 
"Background of the Invention" heading has been removed. 

Claims 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 

Claim 2 was rejected as being ambiguous in distinctly defining "said message unit 
rate** and **said monitored communication linkset." The Examiner stated that, "ii has 
been assumed that the ''said message unit rate" and ^'said monitored conmiunication 
linkset'' refer to the first reference of claim 1, and not the identified communication rate 
and linkset. Clarification is required." 

Applicant agrees with the Examiner's assumption that the ''said message unit 
rate'' and ''said monitored communication linkset'* refer to the first reference of claim 1, 
and not the identified conmiunication rate and linkset. Applicant believes such a 
clarification should obviate the 35 U.S.C. 1 12 rejection and respectfiilly requests that 
such rejection be obviated. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 12-16, and 18-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as 
being anticipated by Kalkunte. 
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Claim 1 

Currently amended Claim 1 advantageously includes, among other elements, 
comparing a message unit rate on at least one of a plurality of monitored communication 
Hnksets at a network node to a predetemiined overload threshold, wherein the 
predetermined overload threshold can be separate for each of said plurality of monitored 
communication linksets. In such a manner, a different tlireshold can advantageously be 
provided to every monitored linkset. Support for this limitation can be found at least on 
pages 4 and 9 of the pending patent application. A further amendment was made 
removing extra spaces between the word "linksets" and the semicolon. 

Neither Kalkunte, nor any of the other cited art, disclose, teach, or suggest such a 
limitation. 

Claim 2 

Claim 2 was amended to better confonn with the limitations of claim L More 
specifically, clarification was made towanl '%e at least one of a plurality of monitored 
conrniunication linksets." 

Claims 

Currmtly amended Claim 8 advantageously includes, among other elements, 
comparing a message unit rate on each of a first set of monitored communication linksets 
at a network node to a respective predetennined overload threshold, wherein the 
predetermined overload threshold can be separate for each of said first set of monitored 
communication linksets. In such a manner, a different threshold can advantageously be 
provided to every monitored linkset that comprise a first set . Support for this limitation 
can be found at least on pages 4 and 9 of the pending patent application. 

Neither Kalkunte, nor any of the other cited art, disclose, teach, or suggest such a 
limitation. 
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Claim 9 ^ 
Currently amended Claim 9 advantageously includes, among other elements, for 
each of said detennined communication linksets, incrementing a count element for each 
message unit received on respective determined communication linksets. wherem the 
predetermined overload threshold can be separate for sai^ first set of momtored 
communication linksets and for said second set of monitored communication hnkse^. In 
such a manner, . different threshold can advantageously be provided to ^^.SLl^m^ 
, ^.....^..^w linksets. Support for this limitation can be found at least on 
pages 4 and 9 of the pending patent appUcation. 

Neither Kalkunte, nor any of the other cited art. disclose, teach, or suggest such a 

limitation. 

Claim 13 

Cuiraitly amended Claim 13 advantageously includes, among other el«nent». a 
„.„„,or having an input for teceiving message units for tr»a.m«ion on at l.a« o,» of a 
nlurlity of monitored commmuoation linksets of a n«work node and operable to 
aetermi* a message unit rate for each of said monitored ««»n««i«tion linlcseta. «ud 
ntotHtor op^able for eomparing said message unit rate to a predetermi«»J ov«lo.d 
tteeAoM, »h«ein said predetemtined overload threshold can be s^ar^M «<* 'f 
said momto,»i communication linksets. In snch a manner, a dif^ threshold «a. 
,dv««.geouslybeprovided,o eya:ymoni.ored linkset. Support for this Kn.ta«io„o«.b. 
found at least on pages 4 and 9 of the pei«ling patent applicaUon. 

Neither Kalkuno. nor my of the other cited art. disclose teach, or suggest such a 

limitation. 

Currently amended Claim 18 advantageously includes, among other elements, a 
monitor having an input for receiving message units for transmission on said plurality of 
communication linksets and operable to determine a message unit rate for at least one of 
said communication Unksets. said monitor operable for comparing said message umt rate 
to a predetennined overload threshold, wherein a separate predetermined overload 

11 

PAGE 12114' RCVD AT 1HI2006 6:01:03 PM [Eastern SMard rune] ' SVK (ninKs):03-16 



• JRN-04-2006 17:11 



RLCPITEL USPI, INC. 



972 477 9328 P. 13/14 



Appl No. 10/623,240 

Amdt. dated January 4, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of 1 1/02/2005 

threshold can be assigned to each of said communication linksets coupled to said 
plurality of interconnected network nodes, and wherein a separate predetermined 
overload threshold can be assigned to each of said commxmication linksets coupled to 
said other network nodes. In such a manner, a different threshold can advantageously be 
provided to every monitored linkset coupled to a number of interconnected nodes and 
coupled to a number of other nodes . Support for this limitation can be found at least on 
pages 4 and 9 of the pending patent application. 

Neitibier Kalkunte, nor any of the other cited art, disclose, teach, or suggest such a 
limitation. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C, 103 

Claims 5, 7, 11,17, and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kalkunte v. Zomig. 

Comments 

Per the aforementioned remarks. Applicant believes currently amended Claims 1, 
2, 8, 9. 13 and 1 8 are in condition for allowance and respectfully request they be passed 
to allowance. Since Claims 3-7, 10-12, 14-17, and 19-20 depend respectively on 
currently amended Claims 1, 8, 13, and 18, which Applicant believes are in condition for 
allowance, Applicant believes dependent Claims 3-7, 10-12, 14-17, and 19-20 are in 
condition for allowance. 

Cffi^^clusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that Claims 1-20 are in condition for allowance 
and respectfully request they be passed to allowance. 

If the Examiner has any other matters which pertain to this Application, the 
Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned to resolve these matters by 
Examiner's Amendment where possible. 
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